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man of faultless taste is the one who submits in every detail
and without apparent effort to this rule of taste. Thus our last
conception of taste is in absolute contradiction with our initial
one. We started with the assertion of individual independence j
we end with the individual'subjected to a bland but irresistible
tyranny.

Let us now attempt to extract the elements common to all
these conceptions: personal taste, collective taste, good taste.
There is one that appears at once: taste is the sense, not of
intrinsic excellence, but of -fitness. A thing is not "to my taste"
when it does not suit me5 of this I am the only judge, for my
palate is in my own mouth. A thing is not "in good taste" when
it does not suit the company. Wearing a red tie with full dress,
uttering a soldierly expletive, whistling a jazz tune, may be
harmless in themselves, but become serious offenses in the ball
room, the church or the council chamber.

A second general element is that of consistency. Taste im-
plies, not a chance impression, but a constant predisposition or
habit. Taste is part of our everyday personality: it does not
deal with "acts of God." So it is with collective taste. It may
be unaccountable in terms of clear reason; but, if it were
wholly capricious, it would cease to exist as taste. Collective
taste stands between customy proud of its invincible inertia,
and the vanguard of fashion, ever eager for change. "Freakish-
ness" is invariably voted to be "in bad taste" 5 although in a
surprisingly short time, the freakish may become the fashion-
able, and the fashionable turn into the tasteful j until the taste-
ful itself sinks into the commonplace.

Taste is therefore an instrument of self-realization and self-
defense. It seeks to preserve, for the individual or for the
group, that consistency without which there can be no personal-
ity. For personality, upon which we are founding our whole
conception of taste and literature, is not purely an unquestioned
birthright. It has to be achieved, and it has to be maintained.
Man and society alike are in constant danger of dissolution.